FOUR BRITISH EMPIRES

having roots in a public opinion nurtured by personal contacts and
private co-operation.

This would apply no less to some form of organic union than to
the present system of voluntary co-operation among national
governments or to some half-way-house of formal compacts. Inter-
national unions, like nations3 exist because their peoples believe in
them. No British Commonwealth union, however it were brought
into being, could endure without its member-peoples' faith. And
that faith itself will not survive on a diet of memories and idealism
alone. It needs the more substantial nutriment of constant personal
intercourse and endeavour.

The sap in this tree is the individual sense of belonging together
in the Commonwealth. Blood connection is, of course, very impor-
tant; family ties are still the best and closest of all. But, where they
do not exist, others must be formed. Personal friendly intercourse
goes far towards replacing the advantage of common ancestors or
of recent inter-marriage. Unfortunately, where it is most needed
it is often most difficult. One reason why the back-veld Afrikaners
and the French-Canadians of the Quebec villages remain so
estranged from the English-speaking Commonwealth is that they
themselves remain rcoted to their habitations, nor do these attract
either the visitor or the new immigrant in large numbers. This fact
is perhaps more important than the barriers of religion or language
or even of different history. For those themselves, as many an ex-
ample shows, dwindle in the presence of personal friendly inter-
course.

BRITISH BABEL

Differences of language are nevertheless a very serious obstacle
to understanding. They are an obstacle to be surmounted rather
than destroyed. Let those of us who are fortunate to be born with
English as our mother tongue think twice before we criticize the
Afrikaners or the French-Canadians who struggle defiantly on
political and cultural fronts to preserve and strengthen their Afri-
kaans or their Canadian French. If English were a decaying or a
minority language we might be as zealous and obstinate ourselves.
Extermination of an adult language is cultural murder.

From this it follows that majorities have a clear duty towards